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“Any person who willfully, maliciously, and repeatedly follows or 
willfully and maliciously harasses another person and who makes a
credible threat with the intent to place that person in reasonable 
fear for his or her safety, or the safety of his or her immediate 
family.”    (CA Penal Code 646.9)
Stalking is a 
form of 
harassment 
accompanied by 
a credible threat
to intentionally 
cause fear to 
another person 
or the person’s 
immediate 
family.  
A  STALKER PURPOSELY CAUSES HARM TO ANOTHER PERSON 

1. Repeatedly Follows –  2 or more occasions 
*  Shows up at the mall or store 
*  Follows behind your car 
*  Shows up at a party, your work, or home 
                 OR 

       Harasses – 2 or more occasions 
        * Repeatedly makes phone calls 
        * Writes & Sends multiple number of letters 
        * Breaks into your house or car 
        * Sends unwanted emails or gifts 
        * Damages victim’s property  
 
2.  Makes a Credible Threat – Direct or Implied by Conduct 
     *  Physically assaults stalked person or stalked person’s family member 
     *  Stalker says “Let’s go to Vegas” implying that he beat         
    her the last time they were in Vegas and knows that will happen  
    again 
     *  Stalker says “I am going to kill you” “I am going to kill your    
     family”, “I watched your kids play at the playground”                            
     *  Makes threats by using; text messages, cell phone,           
    computer, email or letter 
      *  Sends a box of dead roses or a doll with needles in it 
      *  Makes sexual sounds and words on phone 
      *  Sends Sex Toys and Porno Pictures 
      *  Sends a letter with words “Rest in Peace” 
      *  Sends a valentine card with a bullet in it  
      *  Leaves a bullet on your porch or car 

3.  Stalker’s Conduct places the Victim in Reasonable Fear 
      * Stalked person fears for his/her safety or the safety of his/her 
immediate family and also a reasonable person would be placed in fear 

4.  Stalker’s Intent – To place the stalked person in fear for his/her safety 
or the safety of his/her immediate family. -  “ON PURPOSE” 
These are 
examples of 
alking and are 
ot limited to 
ese examples 
en applying to

the law. 
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Description of California Stalking Law 
PC 646.9 
Ca Penal Code 
646.9 is 
California’s 
Stalking Law. 
Other states 
used California 
Stalking Law to 
develop their 
own stalking 
law. California 
was the first 
state to have the
stalking law. 
Today all states 
have stalking 
laws.  
Repeatedly follows or willfully & maliciously 
harasses another person on 2 or more 
occasions 

Makes a Credible Threat – Verbal (face to face 
or through a third party), Written, 
Electronically communicated by cell, text 
messages, email or computer, or implied by a 
pattern of conduct 

The acts seriously alarms, annoys, torments or 
terrorizes the stalked person 

The stalker does not have to actually 
have/possession of a knife, gun, bomb, or other 
weapon when making the threat 

The stalked person believes that the stalker is 
capable of carrying out the threat 

The stalker made the threat intentionally to 
cause another person to fear for his/her safety 
or the safety of her family 

Incarceration is not a defense to stalking. The 
stalker can be prosecuted for stalking and 
threatening the stalked person even if he’s in 
jail or prison 
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