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Stalking 
 

 

“Any person who willfully, maliciously, and repeatedly follows or 
willfully and maliciously harasses another person and who makes a
credible threat with the intent to place that person in reasonable 
fear for his or her safety, or the safety of his or her immediate 
family.”    (CA Penal Code 646.9)
Stalking is a 
form of 
harassment 
accompanied by 
a credible threat
to intentionally 
cause fear to 
another person 
or the person’s 
immediate 
family.  
A  STALKER PURPOSELY CAUSES HARM TO ANOTHER PERSON 

1. Repeatedly Follows –  2 or more occasions 
*  Shows up at the mall or store 
*  Follows behind your car 
*  Shows up at a party, your work, or home 
                 OR 

       Harasses – 2 or more occasions 
        * Repeatedly makes phone calls 
        * Writes & Sends multiple number of letters 
        * Breaks into your house or car 
        * Sends unwanted emails or gifts 
        * Damages victim’s property  
 
2.  Makes a Credible Threat – Direct or Implied by Conduct 
     *  Physically assaults stalked person or stalked person’s family member 
     *  Stalker says “Let’s go to Vegas” implying that he beat         
    her the last time they were in Vegas and knows that will happen  
    again 
     *  Stalker says “I am going to kill you” “I am going to kill your    
     family”, “I watched your kids play at the playground”                            
     *  Makes threats by using; text messages, cell phone,           
    computer, email or letter 
      *  Sends a box of dead roses or a doll with needles in it 
      *  Makes sexual sounds and words on phone 
      *  Sends Sex Toys and Porno Pictures 
      *  Sends a letter with words “Rest in Peace” 
      *  Sends a valentine card with a bullet in it  
      *  Leaves a bullet on your porch or car 

3.  Stalker’s Conduct places the Victim in Reasonable Fear 
      * Stalked person fears for his/her safety or the safety of his/her 
immediate family and also a reasonable person would be placed in fear 

4.  Stalker’s Intent – To place the stalked person in fear for his/her safety 
or the safety of his/her immediate family. -  “ON PURPOSE” 
These are 
examples of 
alking and are 
ot limited to 
ese examples 
en applying to

the law. 
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Stalking
 
Description of California Stalking Law 
PC 646.9 
Ca Penal Code 
646.9 is 
California’s 
Stalking Law. 
Other states 
used California 
Stalking Law to 
develop their 
own stalking 
law. California 
was the first 
state to have the
stalking law. 
Today all states 
have stalking 
laws.  
Repeatedly follows or willfully & maliciously 
harasses another person on 2 or more 
occasions 

Makes a Credible Threat – Verbal (face to face 
or through a third party), Written, 
Electronically communicated by cell, text 
messages, email or computer, or implied by a 
pattern of conduct 

The acts seriously alarms, annoys, torments or 
terrorizes the stalked person 

The stalker does not have to actually 
have/possession of a knife, gun, bomb, or other 
weapon when making the threat 

The stalked person believes that the stalker is 
capable of carrying out the threat 

The stalker made the threat intentionally to 
cause another person to fear for his/her safety 
or the safety of her family 

Incarceration is not a defense to stalking. The 
stalker can be prosecuted for stalking and 
threatening the stalked person even if he’s in 
jail or prison 
Stalking 
Victim 
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A Person Threatens to Kill or Physically Hurt Another
Person on Purpose 
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Criminal Threats 
fornia Penal Code Section 422
reat must be one of death or great bodily injury against 
r person or that person’s immediate family. 

oing to kill you.” or “I am going to kill your family.”  or 
knock your teeth out.” or   

ember says “You snitched on my brother expect a visit from 
f my friends.” 

rrounding circumstances during the threat are important. 

ng, Harassment, Domestic Violence, Rape, Child Abuse, Murder 

f he doesn’t carry out the threat he can still be charged. 
“Criminal 
Threats is a 
crime of words 
rather than 
conduct. 
Criminal Threat
charges usually 
accompany 
stalking 
charges.” 
 
Quote by:  
Rhonda Saunders 
Co-Author of CA 
Stalking Law 
reatening statement is made to that person either face to face 
 letter, fax, email, telephone, or through another person. 

ional threats are true threats if the surrounding 
stances give that person reason to believe that she/he is being 
ned. 

 don’t have dinner cooked tonight I am going to beat you.” 
 don’t sleep with me I will tear your hair out.” 

reat is sufficient. 

reat must place the person in reasonable fear. 

reat may be told to the person by a third party. 
ect tells the person’s relative, friend, co-worker, security guard 
pect wants to kill or physically hurt that person. The person is 
 the relative, friend, or co-worker, or security guard about the 
 threat. 

 minutes of fear may be more than sufficient to have fear for 
eat to be taken seriously. 

t does not have to have a weapon in his/her hand when 
Victim 
Survival

Handbook
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g the threat.  

t’s intent is that the person being threatened understand the 
or circumstances as a threat. 
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Stalking Categories
1. 

2. 

3. 
Relationship 

• Domestic Violence 
You have a close relationship with that 
person (married, divorced, separated, 
dating or used to date, live together or use 
to live together), or you are related (parent, 
child, brother, sister, grandmother, 
grandfather, mother-in-law, son-in-law) or 
you have a child with the person 

• Roommate or other people 
“or any other person who regularly resides 
in the household, or who, within the prior 
six months, regularly resided in the 
household” PC 646.9 (l) 

• Workplace Violence 
On-going working relationship. 

  Erotomaniac 

• Stalker believes there is a relationship even   
though the victim may not know who he is. 

 Non-Relationship 
   ●   Stalker desires relationship and is ignored. 
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Some Reasons for 
lking in the workplace 
Stalker shows up at your job (i.e. customer, 
vendor, ex husband or boyfriend) 

Co-worker can stalk another employee 

Employee laid off and stalks Supervisor 

Employee feels unfairly treated by co-
workers 

Employee feels unfairly treated by 
Supervisor 
Suggestions on what you should do. 

If stalker shows up at your job report it to 
your Supervisor. More corporations 
nowadays have security procedures in 
place and recognize stalking 

Give your Supervisor/receptionist and 
Security Officers a picture of stalker 

Report to Supervisor if another employee 
is stalking another employee 

Employer can obtain a “Workplace 
Violence restraining order” against stalker 

Tell other employees of the stalking 
Stalking 
Victim 
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Cyber Stalking 

 
Here is another form of “domestic

terror”. 
 

ectronic communication devices such as 
mputers, cell phones, pagers, internet, email, 
PS  used to stalk & terrorize a stalked person 

ese devices can be used to track a stalked 
rson’s movement either on the internet or in 
r car. 

PS device is placed on car and stalker can see
here a stalked person travels 

alkers use “keystroke capture devices” to 
llow stalked person on the internet – very 
pular
 

Suggestions on What You Should Do 

ell your friends, family, friends & neighbors 

ake copies of emails and postings on chat 
oms and boards on the internet 

eport Cyber stalking to Police  

rite down dates & times of stalking on the 
ternet, cell phone calls, pagers 

 he is following you and appears every where
u go on the internet (chat rooms, board 
stings) write down time and room names. 

otify your internet service provider (AOL, 
SN, Yahoo, EarthLink etc.)  
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